
ELA A10 Name: ______________________ Date: _______________ 

The Challenges of Life - Human Existence 
Character Analysis Essay – Rubric 

Outcomes: 

• CC A10.1: Compose and create a written text that explores social action (agency) (e.g., Human 
Existence).  

• CC A10.4: Compose and create a variety of written analysis  

Essential Questions:  

1. How do our perceptions of what is a challenge depend on our personal stories or experiences? 

2. What qualities help us face challenges successfully? What are the benefits of challenges? 

Criteria Excellent Acceptable Weak Unacceptable Mark 

 
 

PREWRITING,  
REVISING & 

EDITING, AND 
PUBLISHING  

PROCESS 
 
 
 
 
 

Prewriting  
My prewriting is 
complete and 
organized.  
 
 
Final Draft 
I have evidence of 
polish and 
proofreading. 
 
My title page 
format is correct. 
 
I have the correct 
publishing criteria.  
 
 
My title is 
creative. 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
Final Draft 
I have some 
evidence of polish 
and proofreading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My title is 
adequate. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Final Draft 
I have little 
evidence of polish 
and proofreading.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My title is 
simplistic. 

Prewriting  
The prewriting is 
insufficient and not 
clearly organized.   
 
 
Final Draft 
I have no evidence 
of polish and 
proofreading. 
 
My title page format 
is incorrect. 
 
I do no have the 
correct publishing 
criteria.  
 
I do not have a title. 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

 
INTRODUCTORY 

PARAGRAPH 

I have a strong 
hook that 
effectively grabs 
the reader’s 
attention.   
 
My proposition 
statement 
effectively 
expresses my 
opinion about the 
topic.  
 
My divisions 
statement clearly 
provides an 
overview of the 
essay.   
  

I have a hook that 
adequately grabs 
the reader’s 
attention. 
 
 
My proposition 
statement 
adequately 
expresses my 
opinion about the 
topic.  
 
My divisions 
statement is clear 
but organization of 
divisions does not 
match body of my 
essay.   

I attempt to use a 
hook to grab the 
reader’s attention 
but it is vague or 
unclear.   
 
My proposition 
statement is 
vague or unclear.   
 
 
 
 
My divisions 
statement is 
unclear and 
unorganized.   

I make no attempt 
to use a hook to 
grab the reader’s 
attention.   
 

 
I do not have a 
proposition 
statement.   
 
 
 
 
I do not have a 
divisions statement.  
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BODY 
PARAGRAPHS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have a strong 
division (topic) 
sentence to 
introduce my 
division (paragraph). 
 
I skillfully 
incorporate details 
from the novel and 
effectively explain 
how they support 
the characteristic.   
 
 
I clearly and 
effectively explain 
how the division 
connects to my 
proposition.   
 
I use transition 
words extensively 
and artfully within 
and between my 
paragraphs.  

I have an adequate 
division sentence to 
introduce my 
division. 
 
 
I skillfully 
incorporate details 
from the novel and 
adequately explain 
how they support 
the characteristic.     
 
 
I adequately 
explain how the 
division connects to 
my proposition. 
 
 
I use some 
transition words to 
connect ideas 
within and 
between my 
paragraphs. 
 

My division 
sentence is vague 
or unclear.  
 
 
 
I incorporate 
details from the 
novel but my 
explanation on how 
they support the 
characteristic is 
vague or unclear.   

 
My explanation is 
vague and unclear.   
 
 
 
 
I use few transition 
words within and 
between my 
paragraphs. 

I do not have a 
division sentence to 
introduce my 
division.   
 
 
I incorporate details 
from the novel but 
neglect to explain 
how they support the 
characteristic.  It 
reads mostly like a 
plot summary.   
 
I do not explain how 
the division 
connects to my 
proposition.   
 
 
I do not use 
transition words 
within or between 
my paragraphs.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 

 
CONCLUDING 
PARAGRAPH 

 
 
 

 

I skillfully restate 
my proposition and 
divisions statement.  
 
 
 
My worldly thought 
or reflection is 
compelling and 
thought provoking.  
 
 

I adequately 
restate my 
proposition or 
divisions 
statement.  
 
My worldly thought 
or reflection is clear 
but simplistic and 
uninspiring.   
     

My restatement of 
my proposition and 
divisions is vague 
or unclear.   
 
 
My worldly thought 
or reflection is 
weak and vague.   

I do not restate my 
proposition or 
divisions.  
 
 
 
I do not include a 
worldly thought or 
reflection.   
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MECHANICS 
AND 

USAGE 
 
 

 
 

There are no major 
sentence errors in 
my essay.    
 
 
 
There is no 
informal language 
in my essay.   

There are few major 
sentence errors in 
my essay (RO, SF, 
VT, AWK, WW, REP, 
MW). 
 
There are few 
informal language 
errors in my essay: 
personal pronouns, 
numbers, 
contractions, 
abbreviations.   
 
 
 

There are many 
major sentence 
errors in my essay 
(RO, SF, VT, AWK, 
WW, REP, MW).  
 
There are many 
informal language 
errors in my essay:  
personal pronouns, 
numbers, 
contractions, 
abbreviations.   
  

Major sentence 
errors make 
comprehension 
difficult.   
 
 
There are an 
unacceptable 
number or errors of 
informal language 
which reflects 
carelessness and 
lack of revision.   
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SPELLING, 

CAPITALIZATION,  
AND 

PUNCTUATION 

There are no 
punctuation, 
spelling, and 
capitalization 
errors in my essay.  
 
 

There are few 
punctuation, spelling, 
and capitalization 
errors in my essay.  

There are many 
punctuation, 
spelling, and 
capitalization 
errors in my essay.  

There are an 
unacceptable 
number of 
punctuation, 
spelling, and 
capitalization errors, 
which reflects 
extreme 
carelessness and 
lack of revision.   
  

 
 
 

2 

 
IN-TEXT 

CITATIONS 

There are no 
errors with my in-
text citations.  
 
 
 
There are no 
errors with my 
works cited page. 

There are few errors 
with my in-text 
citations.   

There are many 
errors with my in-
text citations.   

There is an 
unacceptable 
number of errors 
with my in-text 
citations.  
 
There are an 
unacceptable 
number of errors 
with my works cited 
page. 

 
 
 
 

4 

Student Goals:  
 
Content Goals: 

1.   
 
 
 
 
 

2.   
 
 
 
 
 
Language Usage Goals:  

1.   
 
 
 
 
 

2.   
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